Plexiform schwannoma: a clinicopathologic overview with emphasis on the head and neck region.
Plexiform schwannoma is a rare variant of Schwann cell tumor. Occurring in either conventional or cellular type, they are characterized either grossly or histologically by a plexiform pattern of intraneural growth often with multinodularity. Ordinary as well as plexiform schwannoma typically arise in superficial soft tissues and show a predilection for the head and neck region. Infrequent examples arise in the setting of neurofibromatosis type 2 or schwannomatosis. The purpose of this study was to assess the frequency of plexiform schwannoma by location, to determine their syndromic association, and to analyze the clinicopathologic features of tumors affecting the head and neck region. It was found, in this not entirely random population, that plexiform schwannoma represented 4.3% of all schwannomas, 23% of head and neck region examples, 15% of cutaneous schwannomas, and lastly, 2% of 322 oral nerve sheath tumors made separately available for review. Furthermore, the association with neurofibromatosis type 2 and with schwannomatosis was 5% each.